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2016: Beginning a EMEYF Journey -Paul Schock 
 
In April 2016 I had a cup of coffee with a friend who told me that he would be-
come a Friend. This cup of coffee changed my life. For years I’d looked for a 
community of faith with people who share my values. I heard about Quakers at 
University in church history, but did not know that there are some in Germany. 
In May I started to join local meetings for worship and looked for a possibility 
to join Quakers with the whole family. We ended up in Bonn at the All Age 
Gathering - celebrating 30 years of EMEYF without knowing what EMEYF is all 
about. 
It was a great week to meet a lot of Friends, make new friends, experience 
faith, join in business, learn a lot about Quakers in Europe and at the end of the 
week we had a clue what EMEYF was all about and we decided to come back - 
to the annual meeting and the 2017 spring gathering. 
 
I was very impressed by one business session. While my son Noah was eating 
all the chocolate, someone challenged the topic of business at hand. Instead of 
justifying the topic, everyone settled in silence – asking his-/herself what this 
challenge meant to her/him and searching for the truth. This was very different 
and new to me and it was wonderful! :-) 
 
I found the place I was looking for. For the first time in a long time I am not the 
strange outsider who believes in peace, social and economic justice but just 
one of us EMEYFers. Its hard to describe my feelings – I just love to be among 

you all. I can be myself and 
I’ve never met so many 
people who inspired me at 
the same time as in EMEYF. 
It’s wonderful to show my 
children that Europe isn’t 
full of strangers but full of 
Friends! 
 
Thank you for all the good 
moments and thank you for 
struggling together when it 
was difficult. Thank you for 
the last year – for me it was 
just the beginning! 

Meeting EMEYF- Miriam Harrold 

Casting my mind back to 2016 and my introduction to EMEYF, I find myself 
with a big smile on my face. I was introduced to EMEYF almost accidentally. 
Being the only young person in my local meeting, when the clerks got an 
email about the celebration for EMEYF in Bonn I was really the first person 
they thought to ask. Of course, having just graduated from university and 
with nothing much to hold me back I said yes to the opportunity to travel to 
Germany to meet Quakers from around the world. And I am so so glad that I 
did! When I think of 2016 and EMEYF, the first thing that springs to mind is 
exploration. I was able to find out about this brilliant part of Quakers which 
I didn’t know existed – that there were young Friends from around Europe 
and the Middle East who meet up every year and who I can get to know. So, 
the role EMEYF played in my life in 2016 was that it opened my eyes to its 
very existence, and allowed me to explore my own Quakerism with others 
from my age group which I hadn’t been able to do up until then.  
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EMEYF Quilt Project 
Introduction by Kirsten Ackermann- At the All-Age-Gathering we were blessed with a large variety of workshops, one of 
which was a quilting workshop by a former EMEYFer. It was quite popular and this inspired an ambitious project, which was 
to make a rainbow quilt for EMEYF. One by one each piece was cut, sewn onto paper and then joined together by hand with 
the other pieces. As it grew together it was decided that this would be a traveling quilt, going to EMEYFers in need of comfort 
and warmth and a reminder of our love. In about 3-4 days (and nights) the center quilted part was finished. One EMEYFer 
then took it home, sewed a backing on and finished it and sent it off to the Ukraine. 
 
From Tamara, Peter, Lisa Gorbenko (Moscow Monthly Meeting Friends): 
 
“It is hanging on my wall in my Ukrainian flat! I didn't realise that the year passed So quickly! The quilt has brightened my 
days! It certainly did! Living in a foreign country, where I have no friends or family left... no support. Only flat in a bad condi-
tion without any repair work for about 40 years... dim lighting and nonstop mother-work, no chance to rest or sleep proper-
ly. Or anyone to talk to...  
I was so delighted when I got the quilt! First I felt remembered! Then I didn't know what to do with it... so it lay for a day on 
Lisa's cot (baby bed). Then I read the instructions and straight away I knew to whom I'm sending it next! Then...  I felt I des-
perately wanted hold onto it for little longer. So I went round the rooms and yes... Just the right spot - here in the living room 
on the wall. So I pinned it... made 1 step back. Yes! It brightened the room. Made it much cozier! 
And right now sitting on the bench at the playground, watching Lisa play with sand, one eye on her, one on what I'm writing, 
half thinking of what we are going to eat today and where to get money and other daily routine... You know... Memories are 
the best inspiration!!! This picture in my head of quilt hanging on my wall in Ukrainian flat does a lot MORE! It reminds me of 
Friends. That I’m not forgotten!!! Because believe me... when you are very tired and no end to it is seen ahead... it feels 
there is no end to it. 
This quilt on the wall (this picture of it in my head which I'll keep) is a reminder that this situation around me was not like this 
before... it gives a hope that it will not be like this forever!! The children will grow up eventually and I might get a job again... 
But to realise it… you need something/someone from outside your problems. So now I have it. The picture of a quilt on the 
wall in my mind, which is a picture of something more…   Thank you!”  
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Some thoughts on Community - George Thurley 
  

I've had a number of conversations over the past year about what makes young Friends' experience of Quakerism distinct from 
that of older Friends. As many young Friends are at a less stable, more experimental time of life, we interact differently with 
Quaker structures – we move around more, we make connections in various places, and we may attend meeting (or at least the 
same meeting) less regularly. Those of us who grew up with Quakers might have connections with the meetings we attended with 
parents, those where we went to University, and the various places we work. 
  

In Britain particularly, there are many older Friends who come to Quakerism through a specific locality, through a particular  
geographically-determined group of people who are their community. Some of them go beyond that and meet Friends from the 
Area, Yearly, or even other Yearly meetings. Many however, do not. For young Friends on the other hand, it seems to me that our 
communities are not defined primarily by geographical proximity, but more by personal connection. 
  

I suspect it's common among young Friends, and EMEYFers in particular, to identify a disparately spread group of people as your 
community. It's certainly the case for me, and not only for Quakerism – my small-f friends from home, school and university are 
also spread across several continents. When I imagine my Quaker community in my head, I have a view of a map, zooming out, with lights and links dotted 
about. I sometimes imagine what it would be like to have all these people live in the same city, and I can only imagine it'd be great, although rather  
impractical for everyone else. 
  

There's something special about it being a dispersed group though – some truth in the old adage that absence makes the heart grow fonder – and also the 
fact that being mostly distanced from each other means that we all have to make that little bit more effort to keep up with one another, deepening  
connections, rather than taking that for granted. When we do come together, we form a geographical community in the same way as a local meeting, but the 
temporary nature of our gatherings means they feel all the more intense. As gatherings go by, I feel I've developed a sense of a wider, more nebulous  
community - a circle of absent EMEYFers upholding us in worship and discernment. This is the whole community of which the gathering is only a part. 
  

We can often do community down, denigrating those who are supposedly only interested in the social aspects of our faith. Community is absolutely crucial; 
the recognition that travelling (literally or metaphorically) together, upholding, and challenging each other is what prevents us from being Hermits United – a 
collection of individualists who meet up every now and again to have tea and cake before retreating back to our respective caves. For me, the balance  
between community and individualism is central to Quakerism, and it can sometimes feel contradictory, paradoxical, to emphasise the communal nature of 
our religion, while also insisting that we don't all need to believe the same thing, or even follow the same route really. But then again, the important things 
are rarely easy. 
  

Community is undoubtedly important, more than necessary but still not sufficient. Community is the absolute foundation, from which we are able take flight, 
or, as a certain EMEYFer would have it, the roots that can give us wings. 
  

Do others have similar experiences? Are these sensations unique to EMEYF alone, all Young Friends, or wider? I'd be interested to hear Friends thoughts. 
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Palestine...impressions from a journey, october to december 2016 
Laurina Pfeiffer. If you are interested in reports and more info → Laurina(at)posteo(dot)de 

 

People, be happy to travel freely!!! I was thoroughly searched and questioned for 2 hours on my way to 

Tel Aviv. The longer I am studying this conflict the less I know what’s really going on. Fear, anger and 

oppression are very central in it. 

 

One thing is clear: we and our actions have more impact 

than we think!! Some people definitely want peace...some 

people definitely not. 
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Homes—Jenny Baines 

The Meeting in which I was raised is built on sandstone. We’ve spoken of it at times as ‘the house built on rock’ and it’s held something of that         
stability in my mind for my whole life, as a safe place I could return to after months or years away and find something of myself still there. 
 

The first Meeting I found for myself is tucked on the corner between a barber’s and a theatre, a breath of quiet air just off the streets of the city centre. 
I moved in and out of that city multiple times a year throughout university and in the years afterwards; though I lived in seven different houses the 
Meeting was a constant. 
 

My nearest Meeting now is in the city centre too. It’s a huge building, three or four floors tall, and I’ve visited about as many times during the last 
year. There are practical reasons: my job means I often get home not long before midnight on a Saturday, and getting up and out by ten the next 
morning feels like a big ask. I’m not the only young Friend to find myself in this position – I think we’re more likely to be working or studying in ways 
that make the traditional Sunday Meeting impractical at best. 
 

But Quakerism has perhaps been more a part of my life this year than any other. I’ve been so incredibly lucky to be able to live with two other young 
Quakers, in a ‘Quaker House’ we’ve worked hard to make a home. I’ve experienced Nominations for the first time, first at EMEYF and then at YFGM. 
It’s an odd thing, to find myself perhaps more alienated from my country than I’ve ever been, at a time when we’re seemingly heading towards British 
isolationism and an ugly kind of nationalism, and yet to be so grateful to live in a place where I have access to an active community of young Friends 
multiple times a year. 
 

Perhaps this year has in part been about moving away from rigidity, from my understanding of Quakerism as that building at that time, to seek a 
deeper understanding of what the spirit could mean to me. I can seek in a circle of chairs around a table full of books, and sitting on the floor with my 
housemates and a candle – and breaking into song at a station, after silence, waiting for our train. 
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EMEYF Consolidated Accounts  2016 Covers Period 01/01/2016 – 31/12/2016    

          
Note: The first two columns display the actual amount in each currency in a category, so transactions in a category total £C and €D. The 'Consolidated as' columns display the 
total  value of a transactions in a category, converted entirely into the specified currency. Both £ and € are displayed since we keep bank accounts in both currencies, and it 
makes amounts more easily to picture for all those who may use this (as EMEYF's committee and trustees are in theory based across Europe and the Middle East, currently 
the UK and across the EU).  

          

Overview Exchange Rate on 31/12/16: 1.171968791 € per £ See: http://www.xe.com/currencytables/?from=GBP&date=2016-12-31  

          

Income Category £ €  Consolidated as £ Consolidated as €    

 All Age Gathering 2016 £8,924.00 28,106.39 €  £32,906.20 38,565.04 €    

 Annual Meeting £0.00 145.00 €  £123.72 145.00 €    

 Donations – Meetings £4,977.10 6,020.39 €  £10,114.09 11,853.40 €    

 Donations – Friends of EMEYF £1,264.20 4,682.18 €  £5,259.34 6,163.78 €    

 Trees for Africa Contributions £0.00 122.20 €  £104.27 122.20 €    

 Herzberg Funds £1,307.91 0.00 €  £1,307.91 1,532.83 € (note 12)   

 Other £400.95 6,453.88 €  £5,907.82 6,923.78 € (note 4)   

 LAP Funds £0.00 5,633.33 €  £4,806.72 5,633.33 € (note 5)   

 Total: £16,874.16 51,163.37 €  £60,530.08 70,939.36 €    

          

Expenditure Category £ €  Consolidated as £ Consolidated as €    

 Annual Meeting £0.00 49.76 €  £42.46 49.76 € (note 6)   

 CC Meeting £128.91 50.95 €  £172.38 202.03 € (note 7)   

 Secretariat £0.00 1,117.00 €  £953.10 1,117.00 €    

 Spring Gathering 2017 £0.00 30.00 €  £25.60 30.00 €    

 2015 Liabilities £440.67 0.00 €  £440.67 516.45 € (note 8)   

 AAG Planning £0.00 214.00 €  £182.60 214.00 €    

 All Age Gathering 2016 £1,940.20 36,710.50 €  £33,263.99 38,984.35 €    

 Representatives £0.00 0.00 €  £0.00 0.00 € (note 9)   

 Trees for Africa Contributions £0.00 381.00 €  £325.09 381.00 €    

 Bank Charges £0.00 42.95 €  £36.65 42.95 €    

 Bursaries £506.00 5,557.63 €  £5,248.13 6,150.65 €    

 LAP Research/Community Building £0.00 2,261.10 €  £1,929.32 2,261.10 € (note 10)   

 LAP Oversight/Development £255.98 1,100.00 €  £1,194.57 1,400.00 € (note 11)   

 Stationary and Sundries £0.00 7.97 €  £6.80 7.97 €    

 YALP £0.00 185.00 €  £157.85 185.00 € (note 13)   

 Other £439.95 6,453.88 €  £5,946.82 6,969.49 € (note 4)   

 Total: £3,711.71 54,161.74 €  £49,926.03 58,511.75 €    

http://www.xe.com/currencytables/?from=GBP&date=2016-12-31
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 £ €  Consolidated as £ Consolidated as €    

Income – Expenditure £13,162.45 -2,998.37 €  £10,604.05 12,427.61 €    

          

Cash held at start of this year £5,556.97 15,903.42 € (note 1) £19,126.80 22,416.02 € (note 3)   

Cash held at end of year £18,719.42 12,905.05 €  £29,730.85 34,843.63 €    

          

Assets and Liabilities         

          

Cash Funds  £18,719.42 12,905.05 €  £29,730.85 34,843.63 € All of these funds are  

       unrestricted.   

          

Liabilities  £606.51 0.00 €  £606.51 710.81 € (note 2)   

          

Net (Cash held – liabilities) £18,112.91 12,905.05 €  £29,124.34 34,132.82 €    

          

          

Notes:          

(1) This figure is €365 larger than that mentioned in the previously published 2015 accounts – this discrepancy with the 2015 accounts which was not caught at the time, and 
the figure shown here matches the actual numbers at the start of 2016. 

(2) £366 (£242.21 and €145) listed as liabilities in the 2015 accounts were written off through the person concerned informing EMEYF that we may keep the amount as a 
donation. These were therefore removed from the list of liabilities. The amount shown here is a total of expenses incurred and claimed in 2016 where the payment was 
made in 2017. 

(3) The cash held is split between the main and [unused] SG accounts for £, and the petty cash as well as bank account for €.  

(4) A number of mistaken payments occurred in 2016 – unauthorized direct debits taken from the UK account and payments intended to be to or from QCEA accounts 
(which share a signing authority) from the Brussels accounts. Most of these were reimbursed during 2016, but one direct debit was not, meaning that £39 under this        
category (out) is outstanding. 

(5) Funds from the EMES Small Grants Fund for activities and administration/oversight for the Living Archive Project (i.e. LAP) 

(6) Includes cost of committee, inc trustees, attending annual meeting. N.B. Travel cost of UK cc member attending was reimbursed in 2017. Some costs of AM were      
covered by the LAP Oversight budget. 

(7) Includes cost of committee, inc trustees, attending communications committee meeting. Some costs of the CC meeting were covered by the LAP Oversight budget.  

(8) Liabilities from 2015 paid during 2016  

(9) Our representatives did not claim any expenses during 2016, and have informed us they do not intend to for these costs, although we do expect some expenditure in 
2017.  

(10) Bursaries for EMEYFers to engage with the project at AAG and for archive scopers to research in Brussels.  

(11) Portion of core costs (secretariat and cc expenses) for the oversight of the LAP and development of Friends of EMEYF.  

(12) Herzberg Funds were for engaging Young Adult Friends in EMES and were previously held by EMES. They were passed to us as unrestricted funds to support our 
work, part of which is engaging Young Adult Friends in EMES. 

(13) Support for EMEYFers attending the Woodbrooke Young Adult Leadership Programme.  


